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What We’re Talking About… 

Components Eligibility 

Why It Matters PEAK/SES 

Household 
Composition 



• List what defines Modified Adjusted Gross 
Income (MAGI) Medical Assistance 
Households  

Learning Objectives 

• Explain the difference between a Family 
Household and a MAGI Household 

• Identify who to include on a Medical 
Assistance application 



But, first! 



Some History 

2010 

• Colorado 
PEAK 

2011 

• Exchange 
Planning 

ACA 

• Exchange 
funded 

2013 

• Exchange 
operational 

• Navigator 
Program 

• Medicaid 
Expansion 

• OE #1 

2014 

• OE #2 

2015 

• OE #3 

2016 

• OE #4 

Colorado 

Colorado PEAK Website 

Am I Eligible 
Check My 
Benefits 

Apply for 
Benefits 

Report My 
Changes 

New 
Programs 

Medicaid 
Expansion 

Inter- 
operability 

Real Time 
Eligibility 

MMA 
SES 

PEAK Mobile 

Expedited 
Path 

Redesign 

New Programs & Ongoing Enhancements 



What Stakeholders are Involved in What 
PEAK is? 



What Programs are on PEAK? 

• Aid to the Blind (AB) 

• Aid to the Needy Disabled 
(AND) 

• Supplement to SSI (SSI)  

• Old Age Pension (OAP) 

• Home Care Allowance 
(HCA) 

• Burial Assistance 

Adult Financial 

• Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF) 

Colorado Works 

• Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) 

Food Assistance 

• Child Care Assistance 
Program (CCCAP) 

• Early Intervention Colorado 
• Head Start 
• Healthy Steps 
• Home Instruction for Parents 

of Preschool Youngsters 
(HIPPY) 

• Nurse Family Partnership 
• Parents as Teachers (PAT) 
• Preschool Special Education 
• SafeCare Colorado 
• School Nutrition 
• Special Supplemental 

Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants and 
Children (WIC) 

Early Childhood 

MAGI Health First Colorado 
(Colorado’s Medicaid Program) 

• Child 

• Adult 

• Caretaker Relatives 

• Pregnant Women 

MAGI Children’s Health Plan 
Plus (CHP+) 

Non-MAGI Health First 
Colorado  
• Long Term Care 

• Adult Medical 

• Medicare Savings 

• Low-Income Subsidy 

Connect for Health Colorado 
• Advance Premium Tax 

Credits (APTC) 

• Cost Sharing Reductions 
(CSR) 

Medical 
Assistance 



Disability 

What Informs Eligibility? 

Income 

Citizenship Status Age 

Household 
Composition 

Program 
Selection 



What is a Household? 

The number and 
configuration of 
individuals living 
together based 

on their relationships. 

Different programs 
define household 

configurations 
differently. 



How do Various Programs Define Households? 

Income associated with eligible children 

Age, disability, long-term care need 

Tax-filing, legal and biological relationships 

Who buys and eats food together  

Food Assistance 
 

Medical Assistance (Non-MAGI) 
 

Early Childhood 

Cash Assistance 
 

Children and their caregivers 

Medical Assistance (MAGI) 
 



What is MAGI Medical Assistance? 

A set of 
programs 
that uses 

this method 

A method of 
determining 

eligibility 

Modified 
Adjusted 

Gross 
Income 

MAGI 



What are MAGI Medical Assistance 
Programs? 

Certain Health First 
Colorado Programs 
(Colorado’s Medicaid Program) 

• Child 
• Adult 
• Parent/Caretaker 

Relative 
• Pregnant Women 

Marketplace 
financial assistance 

• Advanced Premium 
Tax Credits (APTC) 

• Cost-Sharing 
Reductions (CSR)  

Child Health Plan Plus 
(CHP+) 



What Informs a MAGI Eligibility Result? 

Eligibility 
Result 

 

 

Individual 
Assessment 

 

 

Income of 
Those People 

 

 

 

# People in each 
Person’s MAGI 

Household 

https://thenounproject.com/term/profile/561365
https://thenounproject.com/term/cash/639451
https://thenounproject.com/term/group/597105


Tax-filing 

•Tax-filing 

•Tax dependent 

•Non tax-filing 

What Defines MAGI Households? 

Legal 

•Spouse 

•Step-parent 

•Adoptive 
children 

Biological 

•Biological 
parents and 
children 

•Siblings 

•Grand-parents 

•Aunts, etc. 



How are MAGI Households Determined? 



What are the MAGI Rules in a Nutshell? 

• For Tax-Filers and their Dependents: 
o Tax-based rules are used to configure tax households 
o The marketplace looks only at tax households 

• For Non-Filers: 
o Health First Colorado and CHP+ use legal and biological 

rules 

• Households and eligibility are assessed in an order: 
o Health First Colorado is first and then Marketplace 

• Tax Dependents: 
o May fall into three exceptions which use non-filer rules  



How is That Done? 

PEAK and the paper 
application ask questions 
needed to determine 
households. 

The Colorado Benefits 
Management System (CBMS) 
determines households based 
on answers to those questions. 



Example 1 

• Marc, Rohini, and their 
daughter Sitha live together 

• Marc and Rohini are married 

• They file taxes jointly and claim 
Sitha 

Marc Sitha Rohini 



How are MAGI Households Determined? 
• Marc, Rohini, and Sitha live together 

• Marc and Rohini are married 

• They file taxes jointly and claim Sitha 



Example 1 

• Marc, Rohini, and their 
daughter Sitha live together 

• Marc and Rohini are married 

• They file taxes jointly and claim 
Sitha 

Marc Sitha Rohini 

Each person has a 

MAGI household 
size of 3 3 3 3 



Example 2 

• Sam, Julie, and their son Dylan 
live together 

• Sam and Julie are not married 

• They file taxes separately 

• Julie claims Dylan 

Sam Dylan Julie 



How are MAGI Households Determined? 
• Sam, Julie, and Dylan live together 
• Sam and Julie are not married 

 
 

• They file taxes separately 
• Julie claims Dylan 



Example 2 

• Sam, Julie, and their son Dylan 
live together 

• Sam and Julie are not married 

• They file taxes separately 

• Julie claims Dylan 

Sam Dylan Julie 

1 2 or 3 2 

Each person has a 

different size 
MAGI household 



Example 3 
• Mateo & Velma live together and living 

with them are: 

o David and Sofia, their children 

o Lucas, Mateo’s son 

o Maria, Velma’s pregnant daughter 

o Sebastien, Mateo’s father 

• Mateo and Velma are not married. 

• Sebastien, Mateo and Velma file taxes. 

• Mateo claims Lucas, David and Sofia. 

• Velma claims Maria. 

David Lucas 

Mateo 

Sofia 

Sebastien 

4 differently sized 
MAGI households 

1 

2 or 3 
4 

4 or 5 4 

Velma Maria 



Family Size is What on this Chart? 



Family Size is What? 

Each 
Individual's 

MAGI 
Household 



Family Size is Not What? 

Family or 
Physical 

Household 



What Does 
All This 

Mean to 
Me? 



The system 
determines households!  



So, What’s Important for YOU to Know… 



The questions that gather the information needed for 
the Colorado Benefit Management System (CBMS) 

to construct households  



• Marital Status 

• Program Selection 

• Residence Information 

• Exemption to Requirement 

• Tax Filing Status 

• Add Another Household Member 

• How You Are Related 

• Household Tax Information 

Questions Involved 



• Status should match document whether 
same-sex or civil union 

• Victims of domestic violence may select: 
o “Single” if filing as “Head of 

Household” 
o “Married” if “Married Filing 

Separately” 

Marital Status 



Program Selection 



• PEAK questions queue based on 
programs selected and individual 
information 

• If a member of the family household 
does not apply, they and their income 
may still count toward other household 
member’s results 
o All of their information should be included 

Program Selection 



Residence Information 



• Must be a Colorado resident to receive 
Medical Assistance in Colorado including 
Health First Colorado, CHP+ and 
Marketplace financial assistance 

• May be considered resident if temporarily 
elsewhere; e.g., going to college, briefly 
working out of state 

• Include those who have passed away 

• For those deceased, select NOT applying for 
benefits 

Residence Information 



Exemption to the Requirement to Have 
Health Insurance 



• Those who may be exempt include: 

• Those who have an exemption may still 
be included as part of other’s MAGI 
households and their income may still 
count 

o Someone who is part of religion opposed 
to acceptance of health insurance benefits 

o An American Indian or Alaskan native 

o Someone with very low income hardship 

o A legal resident with very low income who 
does not qualify for Health First Colorado 

• In order for the adult of a dependent 
child to be eligible they must request 
MA for that child even if the child meets 
an exemption requirement  

Exemption to the Requirement to Have 
Health Insurance 



Tax Filer Information 

• Those not filing may still be part of 
other household member’s MAGI 
households 

• Children of non-filing parents: 

o May be eligible for Health First 
Colorado 

o Are not eligible for Marketplace 
financial assistance 



Tax Filer Information 



• If married: 

o Spouses may file taxes separately and 
still be eligible for Health First 
Colorado & CHP+  

o Must file taxes jointly to be eligible for 
Marketplace financial assistance 

 Married victims of domestic violence 
not able to file jointly may designate 
either Head of Household or Married 
Filing Separately 

• If in a civil union: 

o Treated as two, separate MAGI 
households 

Tax Filer Information 



• Family members who live together and have 
tax-filing, legal or biological relationships 

• Family members temporarily outside of 
the home (if the home is their primary 
residence) 

• Family members who are not applying for 
benefits 

• Family members who are already 
receiving benefits 

For Medical Assistance applications include: 

Add Another Household Member 



How You Are Related 

• How each household member is 
related is established 



Household Tax Information 

• Tax filing relationships are established 



Application Summary 

• Allows review and confirmation 
that all information is accurate 



Break Out! 



Example 1 – Divorced/Custody 

• Sam & Julie are divorced 

• They have shared custody of 
Dylan 

• Who do you include in the 
application, and why? 

Sam Dylan Julie 

• The child and the parent claiming the child for 2017 (the tax year being requested) 

• Removing someone from a household (e.g., divorce or alternate year custody) needs to 
be done by a caseworker through a county or C4HCO Service Center 



Example 2 - Undocumented 
• Mateo & Velma live together and living with 

them are: 

o David and Sofia, their children 

o Lucas, Mateo’s son 

o Maria, Velma’s pregnant daughter 

• Mateo and Velma are not married 

• Mateo files taxes and claims Lucas, David, Sofia, 
and his sister Isabella (who lives in MX) 

• Velma and Isabella are undocumented 

• Maria is documented 

• Who do you include in the application, and why? David 
1 

Lucas 
14 

Mateo 
40 

Sofia 
1 

Velma 
38 

Maria 
17 

• Prospective dependents must be a US citizen, resident or national (qualified non-citizen 
– for Health First Colorado subject to 5 year bar), or a resident of Mexico or Canada 

Isabella 
32 

• Everyone – it’s complicated; let the system figure it out 

• Although residents of MX or Canada can be claimed as a tax dependent, they are not 
eligible for health care affordability programs 



Example 3 - Residence 
• Jasmine & Jordan are married and have 3 

children: Mathew, Kiara and Trinity 

• Jasmine’s brother, Jayden, and her mother,  Celie 
live with them 

• Mathew goes to college in another state 

• Jordan works on oil rigs in other states 

• Jasmine & Jordan file taxes jointly and claim 
Mathew, Kiara, Trinity and Celie 

• Jayden files his own taxes 

• Who do you include in the application, and why? 
Kiara Mathew Jayden Trinity 

Jordan Jasmine Celie 

• Likely everyone except Jayden. Jayden can be included and would be determined as a 
separate MAGI household (however he would be included as part of a Food Assistance 
household).  

• If Celie is receiving Medicare she would select not applying for a program.  

• Mathew would be included in household, and can apply for a program or not, depending 
on whether he claims residency and wants to apply in the state where he goes to college. 



Example 4 - Incarcerated 

• Marcus & Abigail are married and have three 
children: Jake, David, Kaitlin 

• Abigail’s mother, Pearl and Abigail’s sister, 
Hannah, live with them 

• Marcus is incarcerated 

• Abigail files taxes as married filing jointly, and 
claims Jake, David, Kaitlin and her mother, Pearl 

• Who do you include in the application, and 
why? 

David Jake 

Marcus 

Kaitlin 

Abigail 

Hannah 

Pearl 

• Likely everyone, however whether to include Hannah is at discretion.  If she is claimed as 
a tax dependent she should be included.  If she is a non-filer she would end up as her 
own MAGI household.  

• Marcus is not eligible for insurance affordability programs so he should be included in 
household and “not applying” selected.  (If he applied he would just be denied.) 

• If Marcus was in a halfway house, he would be eligible for insurance affordability 
programs.  Report “Released from Incarceration” through Manage My Account>Report 
My Changes. 



PEAK Context  
Stakeholders involved in what PEAK is include: 
• CO Dept. Health Care Policy & Financing 
• CO Dept. Human Services 
• CO Dept. Public Health & Environment 
• CO Dept. Education 
• Office of Information Technology 
• Connect for Health Colorado 
• Counties 
• Community Organizations 

What informs a MAGI eligibility result?  
• Individual Assessment 
• Number of People in the household 
• Income of those people 

 
Eligibility  
Includes what components? 
• Program Selection 
• Citizenship Status 
• Age 
• Disability 
• Income 
• Household Composition 

Workbook Review 



MAGI Households are arranged by: 
• Living together (generally) 
• Tax-filing status 
• Healthcare needs 
• Legal relationships 
• Biological relationships 

For Victims of Domestic Violence 
• Marital Status of Single-Never Married associates with tax-filing status of 

Head of Household 
• Martial Status of Married associates with tax-filing status of Married Filing 

Separately 

Households are determined by: 
• Colorado Benefits Management 

System (CBMS) 

Workbook Review 



1.  T / F Applicants must be Colorado residents to be eligible to receive Medical 
Assistance in the state of Colorado. 

Workbook Review 

2.  T / F Someone who has passed away during the coverage year should be 
included on the application. 

3.  T / F Household members exempt from the requirement to purchase health 
insurance should be on the application. 

4.  T / F Children of non-filing parents are eligible for Marketplace financial 
assistance. 

5.  T / F Spouses must file jointly to be eligible for Health First Colorado or CHP+. 

6.  T / F Persons in a civil union are not eligible for Medical Assistance. 

True or False? 



Include family members who live in the household and have a 
tax-filing, legal or biological relationship with those who are 
applying, including: 

Workbook Review 

Family members temporarily living outside of the state. 
  
Family members who are already receiving benefits. 
 
Family members not applying for benefits. 



1. List what defines MAGI Medical Assistance 
Households  

Learning Objectives 

2. Explain the difference between a MAGI Household 
and a Family Household 

o Tax-filing, legal and biological relationships 

o Those associated with an individual based on tax-
filing or non-filing rules vs. family members who 
live together 



Learning Objectives 

3. Identify who to include on a MAGI Medical 
Assistance application 

• Family members who live together and have tax-
filing, legal or biological relationships 

• Family members temporarily outside of the home 
(if the home is their primary residence) 

• Family members who are not applying for benefits 

• Family members who are already receiving 
benefits 



www.peakoutreach.com 





www.peakoutreach.com 

peakoutreach@bouldercounty.org 

Contact Us 



Questions? 


